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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
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Honorable Greg Laughlin
House of Representatives
218 Cannon Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Laughlin:
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This is in reply to your letter of February 24, 1993. in which you inquired on
behalf of several of your constituents regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235. 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short. we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any proposal cQntained in the
Notice.

We are, of course. sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyist~. We will, therefore, take your
constituents' concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.

Your constituents'
We expect 'final

Sincerely,

,~
~~L.G..CLJi~
~CRichard J. Shiben

Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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Ms. Lauren Belvin
1919 Elm st, NE
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Belvin:

I have received several letters from my constituents concerning FCC
regUlations about radio-controlled model aircraft.

Enclosed please find five letters for your review relating to PR
Docket 92-235.

Thank you for attention on this matter.

Sincerely,

Enclosure
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James D. Aikey
1001 School Road
Bellville, TX 77418

February 3, 1993

The Honorable Greg Laughlin
1022 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

RE: PR Docket 92-235

Dea- Mr. Laughlin:

I have a lon~stancing interest in radio-controlted model airaaft. However, it has only been in the last
few years that I have had the leisll'"e time and the money to begin to truly enjoy constructing and operating
these model planes. As of this year I became an active member in a local dub and have purchased the
required narrow band radios.

I am very concerned about the above-captioned proposed rule changes. If this proposal is adopted,
the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use will be greatly reduced, and the rislt of accidents
will be ~eatly increased.

Our frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. which is used primarily for private land mobile dispatch
operations. The frequencies in this band are far enoug. apert that we have been able to sha-e the band
without any interference from a to such operations. It is my understanding that, if this proposal passes. the
50 frequencies presently available for radio control of model aiplanes would be reduced to only 19.

When f1yingOll'" models, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of operators. spectators and
property. Many safety precautions involve careful. coacination and use of the frequencies. If the number of
frequencies is reduced, the remaining frequencies will become congested and safety will be ~eatly reduced.

You may not be awa-e that many model planes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as
40 pounds. They are expensive to build but, more impatantly. they can cause property damage. serious
injury, and even death if radio interference causes loss of control of the aaft. Since organized events often
include hunaeds of operators and several hundred spectators, including many small chil<hn, we need the
use of our full complement of readio frequencies in ader to assure a safe environment.

I feel it is unwise of the FCC to seelt to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio users at
the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC obviously does not feel we are as important as business.
users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and radio equipment.

For instance, if this proposal passes, all my radios would be unusable at my club. All my equipment
building tools, building supplies, airplanes, support equipment, and radios - would be lost. I would be unable
to recover any of my investment.

This hobby not only provides hundreds of hours of enjoyment to the builders/operators and
bystanders, it contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please do not pass PR Docket 92-235.

Sincere.ly you~., ~ /

(~-/'t#c{11 «C/-/
JAMES D. AIKEY



The Honorable J.J. (Jake) Pickle
242 Cannon House Office Building
Washington D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. Pickle,

February 4, 1993

~<9
~

~
I am retired and derive many hours of enjoyment from constructing
and operating radio controlled model airplanes.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).
The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules
will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned
for model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant
liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band
is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to
share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting
them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As
a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the
radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control
operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently
available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies
will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and
the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve
the careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies.
If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed
by the FCC, the remaining frequencie~ will beco!!le congested and
the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up
to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves
are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable
of causing property damage, serious injury or even death if radio
interference causes the operator to lose control of the craft.
We often fly our models at organized events and contests where
hundreds of operators participate. We need the use of our full
complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
environment.
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I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business
users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models
and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment
to thousands of people like myself and ~ontributes to the advancement
and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

~~~~
GCk D. Hurst

Box 5223
Jonestown, TX 78645



February 3, 1993

The Honorable Greg Laughlin
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Representative Laughlin,

It has recently come to my attention that the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) is considering an action that
will severely limit and potentiall¥ el~inate a very important
hobby of mine, radio controlled (RIC) model airplanes.

The FCC Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in PR Docket 92-235
replaces Part 90 of their rules· with a new Part 88. ,Part 90
allows for safe use of RIC aircraft and surface models by keeping
10 Khz spacing between fixed commercial users and frequencies '
used by RIC enthusiasts. The new Part 88 will allow mobile users
on frequencies within 2.5 Khz of frequencies available to us,
el~inating safe use of at least 31 of 'the 50 channels on the 72
MHz band and 10 of' the 30 frequenoies on the 75 MHz band now used
by hobbyists. In fact, more ohannels will likely be affected.

'.~, .:", '. i

This 'action will have 'a severe, detrimental 'impact upon me and
the entire RIC hobby industry. If put into effect, my airplane
oould easily be shot out of the sky by a mobile user lId have no
way of knowing about. This oreates a severe safety hazard.

I have been involved in this hobby for 45 years.! own 8 radios
and 14 model airplanes. In addition, I have numerous engines,
motors, chargers, field accessories and other products necessary
to support my hobby. When you consider there are hundreds of
thousands of other RIC hobbyists in the U.S. just like me, these
proposed rule changes will affect a lot of people economically
and in terms of enjoyment.

I urge you to reconsider this. Please keep 10 Khz spacing
between all frequencies on 75 MHz and 72 MHz bands available for
safe use by RIC enthusiasts. Please do not eliminate this hobby
that has grown tremendously over the past 30 years and has so
much investment of money and enjoyment of people nationwide.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

1993 Member Wimberley Valley Flye~s

Wimberley, Tx. 78676

Charles Roccaforte Associates
P.O. Box 636 WlmberleV. Texas 78676 (512) 847-9149



February 9, 1993

The Honorable Greg Laughlin
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Laughlin:

I am writing to strongly oppose the adoption of proposed rules
currently under consideration by the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235.

As an avid aviation enthusiast, I have invested considerable time
and money in the construction and operation of radio controlled
model airplanes. I am active in a local club and have given many
demonstrations for young people.

Model radio control frequencies are in the 12 - 16 MHz band.
This band is also used for private land mobile dispatch
operations. At the present time, our radio control frequencies
in this band are far enough apart from the land mobile
frequencies so that neither use interferes with the other.

The FCC now proposes to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwiths and rearranging the band
plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will be close
enough to the radio control frequencies to cause interference.

Due to the nature of radio control flying, safety is of the
utmost consideration. One of the most important aspects is the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies.
Any interference can cause loss of control. Not only can this
result in the loss of an expensive model, it can cause
considerable property damage and injuryinjurspectators.injurOurclubinjursponsorsinjurseveralinjureventsinjureachinjuryearinjurwhichinjurmayinjurhaveinjurseveralinjurthousand

spectatorsin attendance.

Please help me and many

othersmodel aviation by

not allowing

outlined in

PH Docket 92-235.
consideration in this matter.

continue the safe enjoyment of
theFCC to carry out the proposals
Thank you very much for your

:bn:~e~
DougJatzlau
491 Sunrise Avenue
Giddings,TX 18942
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Arthur Braud
Rt. 1, Box 205N
Kyle (Niederwald), Texas 78640

The Honorable J.J. (Jake) Pickle
United States Bouse of Representatives
washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Pickle,

I have enjoyed building and flying model airplanes for over 35
years. Radio controlled model airplanes represent a significant
portion of my current collection and provides me with many hours of
recreation and enjoyment.

My hobby has instilled in me an unquenchable thirst for knowledge
and the opportunity to share that knowledge and enjoyment with
countless youngsters.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies current~y assigned for
model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability
for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to
share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band
plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to
the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio
control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are
presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19
frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the
protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If
the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the
FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin
of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10
feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves
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are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of
causing property damage, ~erious injury, or even death if radio
interference causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We
often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds
of operators participate. We need the use of our full complement of
radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of
radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important
as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment
in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many
hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and
contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial
aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Ar hur Braud
(512)398-5847

AMA *357903


